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A lot of people talk about what the Holy Spirit does, and what happens when He comes, but just 
who is the Holy Spirit? Is He a force? A mystical wind? There seems to be a small conflict in the 
mind of Christians; we think that the Old Testament is about the Father, and that the New 
Testament is about the Son. So that leaves the third Person of the Trinity a little absent in our 
understanding of God. If He is absent in our understanding of God, He’ll be absent in our 
devotions. If He is absent in our devotions, He will be absent from our lives.  
 
Just as much as we seek to know and fellowship with God, it is paramount that we also long to 
know and fellowship with the Holy Spirit. In order to have a clear understanding of the Holy 
Spirit we need to know these three things: 
 

I. Who the Holy Spirit is 
II. Where the Holy Spirit dwells 

III. What the Holy Spirit does 
 

I. WHO THE HOLY SPIRIT IS 
The Holy Spirit is God. That might seem obvious, but this generation needs to hear more than 
ever that the Holy Spirit is God. As the third person of the Trinity, He deserves the same 
worship, glory, reverence, importance, and respect as do the other two persons of the Trinity. 
When Jesus commands His disciples to baptize, He tells them to do it in the singular name of 
“The Father, and The Son, and of The Holy Spirit,” showing that The Holy Spirit shares in the 
authority, power and reverence of Jesus. (Matt 28:19). 
 
Here the testimony of Scripture regarding the divinity of the Holy Spirit: 
 

- He is eternal (Hebrews 9:14) 
- He is omnipresent (Psalms 139:7-10) 
- He is omniscient (1 Cor 2:10-11; John 14:26; John 16:12-13) 
- He is omnipotent (Luke 1:35) 
- He is creator (Job 33:4; Psalms 104:30) 
- He gives life (John 6:63; Romans 8:11; Genesis 2:7) 
- He is the author of prophecy (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Samuel 23:2-3) 
- He commands and forbids (Acts 16:6-7) 

 
As Christians, this truth is paramount to our faith. In the same way that it would be impossible to 
have true fellowship with someone that denied the divinity of our Lord Jesus, it would be 
impossible to fellowship with anyone who denies the divinity of the Holy Spirit. A good practical 
challenge would be to begin regularly praying to the Holy Spirit. He is God, and He has all 
power and authority and glory just as the Father and the Son.  
 



The Holy Spirit is a Person. He is not a force at work in the Universe, but rather the very 
Person of God. You would “wield the Force,” but to a Person you’re accountable. We do not 
wield Him, but rather we ought to submit to Him and obey Him. R.A. Torreys says this, “If we 
think as the Holy Spirit as merely power, we will say ‘how can I get more of the Holy Spirit?.’ But 
if we think of Him in the biblical way, as a Divine Person, our thought will instead be, ‘how can 
the Holy Spirit have more of me?’” Our Lord Jesus repeatedly refers to the Holy Spirit as a 
Person. It should also be noted that the Holy Spirit carries every mark of personality: 
knowledge, feeling, emotion, likes and dislikes, character, and will. We often meditate on the 
love of Christ, but how often do we meditate on the love of the Spirit? His will for us? His 
patience? 
 
Here is the testimony of Scripture regarding the personality of the Holy Spirit: 

 
- He has knowledge (1 Corinthians 2:10-11) 
- He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30) 
- He has a will (1 Corinthians 12:11; John 3:8) 
- He has a mind (Romans 8:27) 
- He loves (Romans 15:30) 
- He is good (Nehemiah 9:20) 
- He is a leader (Romans 8:14) 
- We can have communion with Him (2 Corinthians 13:14)  

 
The Holy Spirit is also attributed many offices and works, and does many things that could only 
be attributed to a person. We will explore this when we walk about what the Holy Spirit does.  
 
The Holy Spirit is our Comforter. Your Bible may call Him, advocate, or helper, but this title is 
appropriated to the Holy Spirit repeatedly. (John 14:16,26; John 15:26; John 16:27). The actual 
word in greek from which we get those translations means all that but still so much more. The 
word translated such is the greek word paráklētos or simply “paraclete,” as an english 
transliteration. Translators have had a hard time finding a real translation of this word into 
english that some have gone to the extent as translating the word by using the phrase “He who 
pleads our cause,” simply describing the work of an advocate. It literally means, “one called to 
another’s side.” This same word is used in 1 John 2:1 to refer to Christ as our advocate. We are 
not to think of the Holy Spirit as someone who is far away from us, but rather this title describes 
Him as being right there with us, “alongside us.”  
 
The greek word paráklētos is derived from the greek verb parakalein, which means to 
summonor to call in. In the same way that a man is said to call in an ally, or to call in a 
counselor, or an advocate to plead our cause in a court of law. Every time this word is used in 
ancient greek, it is used as to summon for help or aid of some kind. William Barclay says this, 
“paráklētos is a person who is called in to help in a situation which a man by himself cannot 
cope.” He also says that “in secular Greek, the most characteristic usage of both parakalein and 
paráklētos is in connexion with help given in some kind of legal trial. In Greece the paráklētos 



was the friend of the accused person, called in to speak in support of his character, in order to 
enlist the sympathy of the judges in his favour.” Parakalein is used most of all in exhorting 
troops who are about to go into battle. It is the word of the rallying call. The word could very well 
also be translated as the Encourager.  
 
“To put into modern language, the Holy Spirit makes men able to cope with life. The Holy Spirit 
is in fact the fulfillment of the promise, ‘Lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world’ 
(Matthew 28:20). (Barclay, New Testament Words) 
 

II. WHERE THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLS  
The Holy Spirit dwells within every believer. The Holy Spirit makes his home in the heart of every 
believer from the moment they get saved. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says this, “or do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 
For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
Jesus said, “it is your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 
but if I depart, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7). I bet the disciples were thinking, ‘Jesus how can it be 
better for you to leave us?’ After all, there is nothing better than being with Jesus, right? The only thing 
that would be better than to be face to face with God, would be to have Him in us. That is what the Holy 
Spirit is to us. Isaiah had prophesied that the messiah would be called Immanuel, which translated means 
‘God with us’ (Isaiah 7:14).  If Jesus is God with us, then the Holy Spirit is God in us!  
 
The person of the Trinity we interact with the most is actually the Holy Spirit! He lives in us! He is 
definitely the executive of the Trinity, so to speak. When we hear God, or are moved by Him, remember it 
is the Holy Spirit. If we ask the Father to guide us, His response will be to send the Holy Spirit! We must 
get to know Him. Once we realize He is in us, we will be more aware of Him and what He is doing and 
He’ll let us be share in His work. 
 
We must be a holy temple. In the same way that you wouldn’t want to live in a dump, with critters and 
insects surrounded by trash, neither does the Holy Spirit! It is true that part of the work of the Holy Spirit is 
to sanctify us, and we will talk more later about that. It is also true that as Reverend W.K. Volkmer says, 
“holiness is not the way to salvation, but it is always the product of salvation.” It is also true however, that 
the Holy Spirit will not live in a dump for too long (1 Samuel 16:14).  
 
Remember how we said that the Holy Spirit has things He likes and dislikes? Well, the Holy Spirit hates 
sin (Ephesians 4:29-32; Proverbs 6:16-19; Hebrews 1:9). Our actions and decisions are capable of 
grieving him. THe context of 6:19-20, which was cited earlier, is that he who commits sexual immorality 
sins against his own body, and we ought not do that because our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:16-18). We must resist sin, or the Holy Spirit will resist us (Psalm 51:11, Proverbs 3:34). 
 
III. WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES 

In John 16 Jesus describes the work of the Holy Spirit. We’ll break down this passage to understand what 
the Holy Spirit does. 

“But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ But because I 
have said these things to you,sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will 
send Him to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 



judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness,because I go to My Father and you 
see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will 
tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things 
that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”  

The Holy Spirit convicts of sin. It is necessary to salvation that a man realize that he needs to be 
saved. The Holy Spirit accomplishes this work by convicting the world of sin. The Holy Spirit convinces 
men of their lack in front of God and gets men to take personal accountability of their sin. Often the Holy 
Spirit will accomplish this through proclamation. Christians experienced this throughout the book of acts, 
but most notably, is the first instance of this through Peter’s proclamation (Acts 2:36-27). The men who 
heard Peter preach were ‘cut to the heart’ by his words. This is the agency of the Holy Spirit. And we see 
that people is His method. Every man and woman who becomes a Christian has been convicted of their 
sin, and nearly every man and woman who becomes a Christian has met, at least once, another 
Christian. We are grateful for the very rare occurrences when this is not the case, but the Holy Spirit 
definitely prefers to use people to accomplish His purpose. “Of sin, because they do not believe in Me” 
(John 16:9). The sin the Holy Spirit deals with the most is unbelief. He wants the world to believe in 
Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit convicts of righteousness. He convicts the world of righteousness because Jesus has 
gone with the Father (John 16:10). That is, that He convinces that Jesus is righteous, that He whom the 
world condemned is indeed the righteous One. You’ll hear this everywhere outside of the church, that 
God is not good; that Jesus is not righteous. The Holy Spirit comes to convince the world that He is 
righteous, and that He has ascended on high; that He is seated at the right hand of the Father and that to 
Him has been given all power and authority. He also convinces us that just as He overcame and sat on 
His Father’s throne, we too can overcome and sit on His throne (Revelation 3:21). The same He convicts 
us to be righteous! That just as He is righteous, we ought also to do what is right, and to walk as He 
walked. (1 John 2:6,29). 

The Holy Spirit convicts the world of judgement. This is to be understood under the context which 
Jesus gives it, “that the ruler of this world is judged” (John 16:11). In Calvary, Roman authorities and the 
Jewish leaders had judged and pronounced that Jesus of Nazareth was guilty. But in reality the cross was 
the judgement of the prince of darkness. He will stand in judgement, before all of us, His saints (1 
Corinthians 6:3), after which he will be cast into the lake fire and the punishment for his transgressions, as 
well as of those who disobey Christ, will be carried out (Revelation 20:10). One of the first things that the 
Holy Spirit convinced me after being saved, was that of judgement. That a good God will judge, that 
because He is good He must judge, and He must judge everyone, even me. The Holy Spirit has convicted 
me of judgement.  

The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth. In John 14:26, Jesus says this about the Holy Spirit: “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all things that I said to you.” What a beautiful promise! He is our guide and our 
teacher! He reminds of everything that Jesus has said! Notice it doesn’t say that He will insert the Word of 
God when we’ve never read it or heard it, but rather, He will remind us, of that which He have previously 
heard. He guides into all truth, and who is the Truth, but Christ! (John 14:6). He speaks to us and guides 
us into Christ, into a deeper and more meaningful, and more sacrificial, relationship with Christ. Let us 
never forget that all truth is truth of the Spirit, for “He is the Spirit of truth” (John 15:26).  



The Holy Spirit speaks. He speaks to us all the time, we just need to tune into Him and be listening to 
His prompting, and not to hesitate. The Holy Spirit will speak to us through: personal revelation, His 
already revealed will in His word, and through our brother and sisters in the church. When all three agree, 
we can confirm that the word we heard was from the Lord. We also ought not to expect some 
supernatural revelation from God when He has said something Scripture. He is Himself the author of 
Scripture! The bible says that “prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). So yes, all scripture is inspired by God (2 Timothy 
3:16), but specifically by God the Holy Spirit.  

Some years ago, while reading the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit revealed something me. (Make a habit of 
asking the Holy Spirit to help you understand and interpret Scripture for you. We should not be seeking 
commentary elsewhere when He haven’t asked the author first!) In Acts 7:51-51, Stephen says this, “You 
stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so 
do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the 
coming of the Just One..” I had just been asking God to help me understand what the voice of the Holy 
Spirit sound like. Jesus says this His sheep know His voice (John 10:27). And as I was reading Acts, it hit 
me! Stephen claims they resist the Holy Spirit and he knows this because they resisted the prophets! So 
the voice of the Holy Spirit is the voice of the prophets! If you ever wondered what He sounds like, read 
the prophets. So then, the Holy Spirit is not the person who talks the least in Scripture, but rather He is 
the person who talks the most! As we expect to supernaturally hear from him in our prayers and through 
or day, we must also give a special place in our heart for His word, above all. We must also be submitted 
to one another, and trust the Holy Spirit in our brothers and sisters. 

Also, Jesus said “He will tell you of things to come.” Jesus says we ought to know the times and the 
seasons concerning the end (Matthew 24:16, 33, 43). We will never know and understand these things 
and properly interpret them, without the help of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ. I love the relationship that the Holy Spirit has with Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
always exalts Jesus, and Jesus always stands up for the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31-32). “Therefore I 
make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say 
that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3). The Spirit always exalts Jesus, as did 
His prophets. It is no wonder that the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus (Revelation 19:10). You 
can count on this: any word of prophecy, or knowledge, or word of wisdom from within or from someone 
else or any thought that does not glorify Christ, is not of the Holy Spirit. A Christian that does not long to 
worship and exalt Christ in word, thought and deed, cannot be a true Christian.  

Besides these, the Holy Spirit also: 

- Regenerates the believer (John 3:3-5;  
- Gives life (2 Corinthians 3:6; John 6:63 
- Produces righteous fruit in us (Galatians 5:22-23) 
- Fills us with power to witness (Acts 1:8) 
- Gifts us for the work of ministry (1 Corinthians 12:1-11) 
- Leads us (Romans 8:14) 
- Calls us into His work (Acts 13:3-4) 
- Bears witness that we are children of God (Romans 8:15-16) 
- Prays for us (Romans 8:26) 
- Cries out to the Father in our hearts (Galatians 4:6) 
- Commands authority over the church (Acts 16:6-7; 13:2) 



- He created all things (Psalm 33:6; Job 33:4; Psalm 104:29-30) 
- Makes us more like Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
- Writes His word in our hearts (2 Corinthians 3:3) 

 

 

We know understand who the Holy Spirit is, where the Spirit dwells, and what the Spirit does. There is still 
so much to say about the Person of the Holy Spirit, and even more exciting than me explaining these 
truths to you is that He Himself will guide us to know Him better, and to make that which we know become 
real to us. We will close with this hymn of praise to Him.  

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


