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IProclamatIon

PREFACE

There are two things we have the solemn privilege of bringing with us 
into eternity: (1) our own walks with Christ, purchased and won by His 
life, death and resurrection, (2) and the lives of those He wins through 
us. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost…and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matthew 28.19-20. If we want 
to be close to Jesus, we must meet Him where He is. The goal of this 
booklet is to set your mind and heart on fire to practically win the lost 
to Christ. We know that this is the cry of our dear brothers and sisters 
and fellow workers,. We have fought side by side with them on many 
occasions, and I know that the principles of this booklet are not theory 
to us, but practice.

The task of soul winning is a supernatural one. “Except the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain that build it…” Psalm 127.1. Our encourage-
ment to/for you is to read and pray until your heart explodes; until you 
cannot read any more before actually practicing all you have learned.

Lastly, before you read this booklet, would you stop and pray this 
prayer? “Oh God, give me a heart for the lost. Share Your burden with 
me, open my eyes to those perishing without Christ around me. Soften 
my heart with tears over my sins, and the sins of my people. Fill me, Holy 
Spirit, and use me as You will.”

We pray that as your press into the presence of God, You would sense 
his power, tenderness, love and wisdom. NOTHING can replace inti-
macy with Jesus, it propels us into knowing the secrets of God.

We love you and are fighting with you,

Rev. Jonathan and Jennifer Bryce
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THE PASSIONATE FEW
BY F.W. BorEHam

How can we win the wide, wide world for Christ? There is a question 
for you! In my quest for an answer, I may seem to have forgotten my 
starting point and to be whole infinities from my goal; but I fancy I shall 
return from my gipsyings laden with clues that will make the solution 
of this stately problem less difficult.

As a small boy I once lost an India-rubber ball. In searching the hedg-
es and ditches in quest of my toy, I found, in the long rank grass by the 
side of the road, a valuable necklace. This kind of thing happens very 
frequently. Just such an experience befell me yesterday. I had bought 
Mr. Arnold Bennett’s Literary Taste. Just as, in the old day, I sought for 
a ball in the grass, so, in this volume, I was hoping for something that 
would equip me with a nicer discrimination in the choice of books, with 
a keener insight into, and enjoyment of, their salient qualities. But just 
as, in the old lane, I found the necklace instead of the ball, so, in Mr. 
Bennett’s book, I came upon a store of much more precious treasure. 
It is my eagerness to share my newly discovered hoard that has driven 
me to my desk.

For the 3rd chapter of Mr. Arnold Bennett’s book is entitled ‘Why a 
Classic is a Classic’. Why, that is to say, do certain names—Milton, Dick-
ens, Wordsworth, Macaulay and the like—stand out so majestically 
on the literary horizon? Obviously, they are in a class by themselves; 
but how did they get there? How was their commanding eminence 
obtained? And how is it maintained? To simplify the issue, Mr. Arnold 
Bennett takes, by way of example, a concrete and clear-cut case. 
How, he asks, does Shakespeare hold his supremacy year after year?

The supremacy of Shakespeare! The question interests me, not mere-
ly as a student of literature, but as a minister of the everlasting gospel. 
As I have implied in my opening question, the dominant ambition of 
the Church is to make Christ as supreme in the life of the world as 
Shakespeare is in the literature of the world. 
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And as I peruse Mr. Arnold Bennett’s arresting and suggestive pages, I 
find that he has much to teach me.

Mr. Bennett begins by dividing humanity sharply into two classes. 
There is the crowd. The splendor of Shakespeare’s fame does not 
rest, Mr. Bennett insists, on the attitude of the populace. The average 
man—the man in the street—cares little or nothing of Shakespeare at 
school; the ordeal has left no pleasant memories: and, as a result, the 
very name of Shakespeare now fills him with a sense of tedium and 
boredom. It is not by the unthinking multitude that the luster of Shake-
speare’s name is maintained.

It is maintained, Mr. Bennett insists, by the passionate few. The phrase 
is his own, and he repeats it in sentence after sentence. ‘The fame of 
classical authors is made and maintained by a passionate few.’ ‘It is by 
the passionate few that the renown of genius is kept alive from one 
generation to another.’ And so on: Mr. Bennett’s pages are peppered 
with the phrase. Everything depends on the passionate few.

Now in the loftier realm with which I, as a minister, am concerned, I 
find this philosophy strangely impressive and wonderfully comfort-
ing. I am not to be too much alarmed by the stony indifference of the 
crowd. I am not to become too much discouraged or dismayed by the 
apathy of the multitude. On the contrary, I am to regard that vast and 
seething mass as the raw material on which I am to operate: it rep-
resents the new world that I am called to conquer.

The really important thing is the creation of a passionate few, and, the 
more the numbers of that nucleus multiply, and the more passionate 
those passionate souls become, the greater will grow the glory of that 
Name that must eventually cause every other name to pale.

A passionate few! Everything depends, then, on intensity of emotion. 
Mr. Bennett shows that the small body of Shakespearean admirers 
who secure the permanence of his fame and the triumph of his name 
owe their success to the fact that, although relatively few, they are 
a passionate few. All really great literature, Mr. Bennett says, is the 
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agreeable articulation of deep and profound feeling. He takes two 
such unlikely books as Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
and Dr. Johnson’s famous Dictionary, and reveals the wealth of rich 
and poignant sentiment that both authors poured into their works. If 
that is true of histories and lexicons, how much more must it be true of 
romances and lyrics?

It follows that those who read intelligently and sympathetically the 
works that have been born of an author’s passion will feel, as they turn 
his pages, the glow of that spiritual flame. They will be infected by the 
subtle agitation of the writers, and every reader thus infected rep-
resents an addition to the ranks of the passionate few. The best reader 
is the man who best catches the spirit of the writer. That being so, the 
true Wordsworthian will catch the contagion of Wordsworth’s inten-
sity; the Miltionian will weep with Milton over the loss of Paradise; the 
true Shakespearean will feel as Shakespeare felt when he rose, swept 
by a hurricane of emotion, from the drama that he had just penned. 
Professor A. W. Ward says that, after describing the death of little Nell, 
Dickens walked about for days like a man bereft and distraught: no-
body can claim to have really read The Old Curiosity Shop unless he 
has shared that grief with the author. It is thus that the passion of the 
passionate few is generated.

Now if that passion, caught from the hot heart of the author, explains 
the enthusiasm of Shakespeareans for Shakespeare and of Word-
sworthians for Wordsworth, and how much more convincingly is the 
devotion of Christians to Christ explained! In a sense much more vital 
that the sense in which the Shakespearean has been in touch with 
Shakespeare, the Christian is in touch with Christ. For, when all is said 
and done, the fact remains that Shakespeare slumbers in his honored 
grave a Stratford, whilst Christ is radiantly and victoriously alive! There 
is, it is true, a passion in the soul of Shakespeare that communicates 
itself to Shakespeareans through his works; but what is this to the di-
vine passion in the soul of Jesus—the celestial flame in which they are 
caught who enter into immediate communion with Him?
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But we have not yet approached the sternly practical aspect of the 
matter—the aspect that may conceivably lead us to an answer to our 
opening question. Mr. Bennett says that the fame of Shakespeare is 
kept alive by the passionate few. But how? The answer is that they do 
it in three ways.

1. They do it by means of their own blissful enjoyment of Shakespeare. 
Their enjoyment, I repeat. They not only study Shakespeare: they revel 
in him, luxuriate in him, glory in him. They are never more happy than 
when they are reading in one of his dramas or seeing it played. They 
chuckle in solitude over the delicious drolleries of Shakespeare’s 
clowns: they shudder in secret at the tremendous and gripping horror 
of Shakespeare’s tragedies: they find their eyes moistening as they 
recall Shakespeare’s touches of exquisite pathos. They daily become 
more quick in their discernment of Shakespearean beauty; more rap-
turous in their appreciation of Shakespearean grandeur; more reten-
tive in their memory of Shakespearean music. Shakespeare becomes 
the light of their eyes and the breath of their nostrils. In a word, they 
really love Shakespeare, and the deepening of their knowledge only 
intensifies their devotion.

2. But passion is ever articulate. These passionate people, being 
passionate about the same things, naturally become gregarious. How 
can they help talking to one another of those qualities that they adore 
in common? They feel the magnetism of each other’s presence; they 
seek each other’s society; and they delight in the luxury of pouring 
into each other’s ears the passages of which they themselves are 
most enamored. If one sees another in a tramcar or a railway train, 
he straightway takes a seat by his side and, before they know where 
they are, they are gossiping about Juliet or Rosalind or Jessica or Lady 
Macbeth.

3. Nor do they talk merely to one another. They talk Shakespeare to 
those who have no affection for Shakespeare. At first, such casual 
listeners are frigidly unimpressed. But, when first one and then anoth-
er of the passionate few tell them of the ceaseless pleasure and the 
enormous profit that they derive from their Shakespearean  
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researches, they are startled out of their carelessness, pull themselves 
together, and resolve to make the acquaintance of the bard for them-
selves. No man, Mr. Bennett confesses, can prove to his fellowman 
that Shakespeare is a great artist. But he can speak of Shakespeare 
in so winsome and persuasive a way that he piques the curiosity and 
whets the appetite of his indifferent companion. ‘If this man,’ that com-
panion reasons with himself, ‘if this man finds such a fountain of felicity 
in the dramas of Shakespeare, I must surely be missing something!’ 
And so, on his way home from business, he buys a copy of Antony 
and Cleopatra or King Lear or, after the evening meal, takes his wife 
to see The Merchant of Venice or Hamlet, and so, for the rest of his 
life, he becomes an ardent Shakespearean. Thus the passionate few 
is augmented. Moreover, he cannot keep his newly- found enjoyment 
to himself. He talks of it at the office, at the club, and at the fireside. His 
friends and cronies contract the contagion of his enthusiasm. And thus 
the passionate few becomes less few; the apathetic multitude be-
come less multitudinous; and Shakespeare comes to his own.

In point of fact, therefore, a classic is a classic because of its inherent 
ability to win for its author the passive respect of the great unmoved 
multitude and the active and profound affection of a passionate 
few—a passionate few who, though small relatively to the entire 
community, are yet considerable in number. And Shakespeare stands 
supreme among the classics because, possessing these qualities in 
a superlative degree, his own claims upon the admiration of the ages 
make it more easy in his case than in any other for the passionate few 
to elicit the enthusiasm of the crowd.

Here, then, are the three secrets that may help me to a solution of the 
problem with which we set out! Along these lines the world may be 
won for Milton, for Dickens, for Shakespeare—or for Christ!

1. If I would win the world for Christ I must really love Christ and enjoy 
Him. I must out-distance in my devotion to Him the affection of the 
most ardent Shakespearean for Shakespeare. I must revel and luxuri-
ate in the very thought of Him as Shakespeare’s passionate few exult 
in meditating about Shakespeare. The man who would win the world 
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for Christ—one of Christ’s passionate few must walk the city streets 
secretly exulting in the thought of his Savior: he will repeat to himself 
the name of his Lord as a lover repeats to himself the lovely name of 
his lady.

“O Jesus, Jesus, dearest Lord, Forgive me if I say, For very love, Thy pre-
cious Name a thousand times a day.”

Each separate member of the passionate few will find his faith so en-
joyable, so delectable, so exciting that the very mention of his Savior’s 
name will awaken all his enthusiasm, stir all his devotion, inflame all 
the faculties of his soul, and shine out lustrously from his very counte-
nance.

2. Enjoying Christ to this extent, the passionate few will naturally and 
instinctively gravitate toward each other. The herd instinct will be sub-
limated by spirituality. The relish with which Shakespeareans discuss 
Shakespeare will be pale and spectral gratification compared with the 
burning zest with which these happy people will speak to each other 
of their Lord. The house in which they meet will be a heavenly ban-
quet. Nothing will be more delightful to each than to tell the others of 
his own joyous experience of the Savior’s grace and to hear, in return, 
of the sublime satisfaction that those others have found in drinking at 
the same celestial streams.

3. And what more natural, what more inevitable, than that each of 
those so infected should seize any opportunity of communicating the 
secret of his gladness to those whose enthusiasm has never been 
kindled. To them, as yet, Christ is a root out of a dry ground, having nei-
ther form nor comeliness, nor any beauty that they should desire Him. 
But when a dear and trusted friend tells with shinning face and glow-
ing tongue of all that Christ has meant to him, the surprised listener is 
profoundly impressed. As a natural consequence, he seeks the Savior 
for himself, and, through years of happy pilgrimage, finds Him, the 
chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely.

Somebody has said that the fame of Charles Lamb and of Doctor 
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Johnson rests on the singular fact that those who knew them love to 
talk about them. A subtle secret lies there. It was when John Bunyan, 
with the pots and pans in one hand and his basket of tools in the other, 
stood leaning against the wall, drinking in the conversation of the four 
poor women sitting in the sun, that his great moment came. They 
told one another with ecstasy, and even excitement, of all that Christ 
had done for their regenerated souls, and of the transfiguration that 
He had wrought in their lives. Bunyan was astonished beyond mea-
sure: he could not shake off the impression created by their joyous 
enthusiasm: and, as a result, he turned his own face to the Cross and 
found salvation. It is thus, and thus alone, that the luster of the Savior’s 
renown can be established: it is thus, and thus alone, that the final 
triumph can be won.
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AGGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY
By CAtherine BOOth

“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all 
creation.’” -Mark 16:15

“And I said, ‘Who art Thou, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom 
you are persecuting. But arise, and stand on your feet; for this purpose I 
have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only 
to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will 
appear to you; delivering you from the Jewish people and from the Gen-
tiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.” ‘ -Acts 26:15-18

I was thinking, while I was reading these passages, what if we could 
erase from our minds all knowledge of the history of Christiani-
ty from the close of the period described in the book of Acts - and 
then looking at the book of Acts, sit down and try to calculate what 
was likely to happen in the world. We would most likely expect very 
different results - a radically changed world as the outcome of it all. 
A system which started with such power, under such promises and 
declarations on the part of its Author, and producing, as it did in its 
first century, such gigantic and monumentous results! We would have 
thought (if we knew nothing of what has intervened from then until 
now) that the whole world would have fallen long ago to the influence 
of that system, and would have been brought under the authority of its 
great Originator and Founder. I say from reading these Acts, and from 
observing the Spirit which moved the early disciples, that we should 
have anticipated ten thousand times greater results - and in my opin-
ion, this anticipation would have been perfectly rational and just.

We Christians profess to have in the Gospel of Christ a mighty lever 
which, rightly and universally applied, would lift the entire burden of 
sin and misery from the shoulders (that is from the souls) of our fellow 
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man - a total remedy for all the moral and spiritual woes of humanity. 
We all profess to believe this - Christians have professed to believe 
this for generations - and yet look at the world, look at so-called 
“Christian England and America.” The great majority in these nations 
utterly ignore God, not even making a pretense of remembering Him 
even one day a week. And then look at the rest of the world. I have of-
ten become so depressed with this view of things that I have felt as if 
my heart would break. I don’t know how other Christians feel, but I can 
truly say that “My eyes shed streams of water, because they do not keep 
Thy law.” (Psalm 119:136) And because it seems to me that this dispen-
sation compared with what God intended it to be, has been, and still is, 
as great a failure as the one that preceded it. 

Now I ask, how can this be? I do not for one moment believe that this 
is in accordance with the purpose of God. Some people have a very 
convenient way of hiding behind “God’s purposes,” and saying, “Oh! He 
will do His own will.” I wish He did! They say, “You know, God’s will is 
done after all.” I wish it were! He says (in the Scriptures) it is not done, 
and over and over again laments the fact that it is not done. He wants 
it to be done...but it is NOT DONE! It is of no use to stand up and state 
theories and theologies that are in conflict with things as they really 
are. There has been far too much of this, and it has had a disastrous 
effect. We see the world is in this terrible condition... nearly 2,000 years 
have rolled by and here we are! How little has been done, compar-
atively. What little change has occurred in the habits, attitudes, and 
choices of the human race.

But some of you will say, “Well, but there has been a great deal done.” 
Thank God for that! It would be sad if there were nothing done; but it 
looks like a drop in the ocean compared with what should have been 
done. Now I cannot accept any theory which so tarnishes the love and 
goodness of God in people’s eyes, so as to make Him to blame for 
this lack of vitality and power in Christianity. And so far as my influence 
extends, I will not allow the responsibility and the blame for all of this 
to be rolled back upon God, who so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son to suffering and death in order to redeem it. I do not believe 
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it for a moment! I believe that the old arch enemy has succeeded in 
bringing about this state of things - in retarding the accomplishment 
of God’s purposes and keeping the world largely under his own power 
and influence. And I believe he has succeeded in doing this, as he has 
always succeeded before - by deceiving God’s own people. He has 
always done so. He has always conjured up a look-alike of God’s real 
thing, and the closer he can get it to look like the original, the more 
successful he is.

He has succeeded in deceiving God’s people:

First, as to the standard of their own religious life.

And secondly - he has succeeded in deceiving them as to their duties 
and obligations to the world.

He has succeeded first in deceiving them as to the standard of their 
own religious life. He has gotten the church, nearly as a whole, to re-
ceive what I call an “Oh, wretched man that I am” religion! He has got-
ten them to lower the standard which Jesus Christ Himself established 
in His Book - a standard not only to be aimed at, but to be attained - a 
standard of victory over sin, the world, the flesh, and the devil - real, 
living, reigning, triumphing Christianity! Satan knew the secret of the 
great success of those early disciples. It was their wholehearted devo-
tion, their all-encompassing love for Christ, their utter renunciation of 
the world. It was their entire absorption in the salvation of their fellow 
man and the glory of their God. It was an enthusiastic religion that 
swallowed them up and made them willing to become wanderers and 
vagabonds - for His sake to dwell in dens and caves, to be torn in two, 
and to endure persecution in every form to the ends of the earth.

It was this degree of devotion which Satan saw he had no chance 
against. Such people as these he knew would ultimately conquer the 
world! People could not resist that kind of spirit, that amount of love 
and zeal, and if Christians had only gone on as they began long ago, 
then the glorious prophecy would have already been fulfilled - the 
kingdoms of this world would have already “become the kingdoms of 
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our Lord and of His Christ.” (Revelation 11:15)

LOWERING THE STANDARD

Therefore the arch enemy said, “‘What must I do? I will be defeated af-
ter all. I will lose my supremacy as the god of this world. What can I do?” 
No use bringing in a gigantic system of error, which everyone will see to 
be error. Oh dear no! That has never been Satan’s way. His plan has been 
to get a hold of a good man here and there who will, as the apostle says, 
creep in unaware and preach another doctrine, and who will “mislead, 
if possible, even the elect.”’ (Matthhew 24:24) And he did it! He accom-
plished his design. He gradually lowered the standard of Christian life 
and character. And although in every revival in church history God has 
raised it again to some extent, we have never gotten back completely 
to the simplicity, purity, and devotion set before us in these Acts of 
the apostles. For every time God was raising the temperature in the 
church so that people were once again on fire with the Holy Spirit - in 
every age Satan has gotten someone to oppose and to show that this 
was too high a standard for human nature. It was altogether beyond 
us, and therefore Christians must sit down and just be content to be 
“Oh wretched man that I am” people, to the end of their days. He has 
gotten the Church into a condition that sometimes makes one posi-
tively ashamed to hear professing Christians talk. It is no wonder that 
thoughtful, intelligent men are being driven from such Christianity as 
this. It would have driven me off too, if I had not known the power of 
godliness. I believe this kind of religion has made more atheists than 
all the “atheist books” ever written.

Yes, Satan knew that he must get Christians down from that high pin-
nacle of wholehearted consecration to God. He knew that he had no 
chance till he tempted them down from that blessed vantage point. 
And so he began to spread those false doctrines, to counteract what 
John wrote in his epistles - for before he died, John saw what was 
coming and sounded the alarm down the ages - “Little children, let no 
one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just 
as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil 
has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this pur-
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pose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” (I John 3:7-8) 

Oh Lord revive that doctrine! Help us afresh to put up the standard!

Oh! The great evil is that dishonest-hearted people, because they 
feel it condemns them, lower the standard to their miserable experi-
ence. I said when I was young (and I have repeated it many times in 
my mature years) that even if it sent me to hell I would never pull the 
standard down. Oh, that God’s people felt like that! There, in the Bible, 
the glorious standard is placed before us, the power is offered, the 
conditions laid down, and  we can all attain it if we are willing. But even 
if we are not willing - for the sake of the children and for generations 
yet unborn, do not let us drag the standard down, trying to make it 
meet our weak and failing Christian experience. LET US KEEP IT UP! 
That is the way to get the world to look at it. Show the world a real, 
living, self-sacrificing, hard working, toiling, triumphing Christianity, and 
the world will be influenced by it; but anything short of that, they will 
turn around and spit upon.

DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS TO THE WORLD

Secondly, Satan has deceived even those whom he could not suc-
ceed in getting to lower the standard of their own lives, concerning 
their duties and obligations to the world. I have been reading the New 
Testament lately with special reference to the aggressive spirit of 
original Christianity. And as far as I can see, we come infinitely short by 
comparison. “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation.” 
Look at what is implied in this commission. I believe that no generation 
since that first century has yet fathomed the meaning of this divine 
commission. Look at it! Would it ever occur to you that it really meant, 
“Go and build chapels and churches, and invite the people to come in, 
but if they won’t - leave them alone”? “GO!” To whom? “To all creation.” 
Where am I to get at them? WHERE THEY ARE. “All creation.” This is 
the extent of your commission. Seek them out, run after them, wher-
ever you can get at them. “All creation” - wherever you find a creature 
that has a soul - there go and preach My Gospel to him. If I understand 
it, that is the meaning and spirit of this commission.
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In another commission to Paul, God says “...I am sending you to open 
their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the do-
minion of Satan to God.” (Acts 26:17-18) They are asleep - go and wake 
them up. They do not see their danger. If they did, there would be no 
need for you to run after them. They are preoccupied. Open their eyes, 
and turn them around by your desperate earnestness, intense persua-
sion, and moral force. Oh! It makes me tremble when I think of how 
much one man can do for another! ‘”Turn from darkness to light, and 
from the dominion of Satan to God.” How did Paul understand this? He 
says, “We persuade men.” (II Corinthians 5:11) Do not be content with just 
putting it before them, giving them gentle invitations, and then leaving 
them alone. Paul ran after the poor souls, and pulled them out of the 
fire. Do the same! Take the blindfold off their eyes which Satan has 
bound them with; knock and hammer and burn your words into their 
poor, hardened, darkened hearts with the fire of the Holy Ghost, until 
they begin to realize that they are IN DANGER! Go after them. If I un-
derstand it, that is the spirit of the apostles and of the early Christians.

Sure it’s okay to build churches and chapels; we should invite the peo-
ple to them. But do you think it is consistent with these commissions 
to rest only in this, when three-fourths of the population utterly ignore 
our invitations and take no notice whatsoever of our buildings and 
of our services? They will not come to us. That is an established fact. 
Jesus Christ says, “Go after them.” He says, “Go out into the highways 
and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, that My house may 
be filled.” (Luke 14:23) I will have guests, and if you can’t get them in by 
nice, civil measures, use military measures. Go and compel them to 
come In.

Oh! People say you must be very cautious. You must not push reli-
gion down people’s throats. What! Should I wait until an unconvert-
ed, godless man wants to be saved before I try to save him? Am I to 
let my unconverted friends and acquaintances go quietly down to 
damnation, and never tell them about their souls until they ask, “If you 
please, I want you to preach to me!” Is this anything like the spirit of 
early Christianity? No! Therefore we must make them look, and if they 
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run away from you in one place, meet them in another, and let them 
have no peace until they submit to God. This is what Christianity ought 
to be doing in this land, and there are plenty of Christians around to do 
it. Why, we might give the world such a time of it, that they would get 
saved in self-defense - if we were only aggressive enough and deter-
mined that they should have no peace in their sins.

AN EXAMPLE

I had been speaking in a town in the west of England on the subject 
of the responsibility of Christians for the salvation of people’s souls. 
The gentleman with whom I was staying had winced a bit under the 
truth, but instead of taking it to heart in love and having it enable him 
to better serve God, he said, “I thought you were rather hard on us this 
morning.” I said, “Did you? I should be very sorry to be harder on anyone 
than the Lord Jesus Christ would be.” He said, “You can push things to 
extremes you know. You were talking about seeking souls, and making 
sacrifices. Now you know that we build the chapels and churches and 
pay the ministers - and if the people won’t get saved, we can’t help it!” 
I said, “It is very heartless and ungrateful of the people, I agree. But my 
dear sir, you would not reason this way in a serious physical matter. 
Suppose a plague were to break out in London, and the Board of Health 
appropriated all the hospitals and public buildings for the treatment of 
the disease. And suppose they were to issue proclamations saying that 
anyone who came to these buildings would be treated free of charge - 
and best of all, that the treatment was guaranteed to cure them. Now 
what if the people were so blind to their own well-being, so indifferent 
and uncaring, that they refused to come, and consequently the plague 
increased and thousands were dying. What would you say? ‘Well, the 
Board of Health has done all they could, and if the people will not go to 
be healed, they deserve to perish - let them alone!’ What? Let the whole 
land be depopulated? No! If the people will not come to them, they must 
go to the people and make sure that everyone had the necessary treat-
ment to be saved from the plague.”

I did not have to explain any further... he understood perfectly, and I 
believe, by the Spirit of God, he was able to see his mistake, to take it 
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to heart, and determine to get to work for perishing souls.

WHAT WE MUST DO

Men are preoccupied with many things, and we need to bring this 
subject of salvation powerfully to their attention. There is someone’s 
soul that you have more influence with than any other person on earth. 
Are you doing all you can for their salvation? Take them lovingly aside 
and say, “My dear friend, I have never spoken to you closely, carefully, 
and prayerfully about your soul.” Let them see the tears in your eyes, or 
if you can’t weep, let them hear the tears in your voice. Let them real-
ize that you feel their danger, and are in distress for them. Then God 
will give His Holy Spirit so they can be saved.

It is a bad sign for the Christianity of this day that it provokes so little 
opposition. If there were no other evidence of it being wrong, I could 
tell from just that. When the Church and the world can jog comfortably 
along together, you can be sure there is something wrong. The world 
has not compromised - its spirit is exactly the same as it ever was. 
If Christians were equally as faithful to the Lord, separated from the 
world, and living so that their lives were a reproof to all ungodliness, 
the world would hate them as much as it ever did. It is the Church 
that has compromised, not the world. You say, “You’re implying that we 
should be getting into endless conflict with the world!” Yes- “Do not think 
that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword” (Matt. 10:34) There would be uproar, yes! The Acts of the 
apostles are full of stories of uproars. One uproar was so great, that 
the Chief Captain had to get Paul over the shoulders of the people, 
otherwise he would have been torn to pieces. “What a commotion!” 
you say. Yes, and bless God, if it was like that now, we would have 
thousands of sinners saved.

THE DIGNITY OF LOVE

“But,” you say, “wouldn’t that be inconsistent with the dignity of the Gos-
pel?” It depends on what you mean by “dignity.“ It was a very undigni-
fied thing, humanly speaking, to die on a cross between two thieves. 
The Pharisees spat upon the humbled sufferer and shook their heads 
and said, “He saved others, He cannot save Himself.” Ah! But He was 
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intent on saving others. That was the dignity of everlasting, unquench-
able love, baring its bosom to suffer in the place of its rebellious crea-
ture - man. It was incarnate God, standing in the place of condemned 
man - the dignity of LOVE!

“Oh friends! Will you get this baptism of love! Then you will, like the 
apostles, be willing to stuff your body into a basket and be let down by 
the wall, if need be - or suffer shipwreck, hunger, peril, nakedness, fire, or 
sword, or even beheading.” (II Corinthians 11:23-33) - if thereby you may 
enlarge His Kingdom and win souls for whom He shed His blood. Oh 
Lord, fill us with this love and baptize us with this fire! And then the 
Gospel will arise and become glorious in the earth, and men will be-
lieve in us, and in it. They will feel its power, and they will yield to it by 
the thousands, and by the grace of God, THEY SHALL!
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WITNESSING LIKE JESUS
BY WinKiE PratnEY

“The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men.” 
(E. M. Bounds)

To be a witness for someone is to share his life with another; to stand 
in his place as best you know how; to show others what that person is 
really like and what he does.

You do not have to learn to be a witness. You already are a witness! 
You are a witness to whatever or whoever is foremost in your life. You 
are telling the world right now what god you really belong to. You can-
not live life without showing the world your real interests. Your words 
and your life are tied inseparably together; you will always convey to 
others around you what you really love and live for most. Your words 
will either prove this, or call you a liar. Anyone who watches you close-
ly, who follows you around for a day, can tell if you really mean what 
you claim with your lips.

Every day you are witnessing. What are you witnessing to? Your wit-
ness is the total package of your attitudes, character, and actions. It 
does not lie. No careful observer is fooled. What are you witnessing 
to?

Whatever your god is, you will show the most interest in. If it is any-
thing but Jesus, your closest friends already know. It will be the thing 
you like to talk most about, read most about, center your life on, love 
and live for. Say — could you get to heaven on the testimony of your 
next-door neighbor?

If you call yourself a Christian, you have already been witnessing — 
for or against Him. If you have claimed to belong to Him, but your life 
does not back up your words, men and women have rejected Christ 
and the Gospel because of you. That is why Jesus said, “He that is not 
for Me is against Me; and he that gathers not with Me scatters abroad.”
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I know of no Bible plan that will enable you to present Christ to others 
without your own life being Christ-like. True Christianity is Christ! You 
can present another philosophy or religion without its founder by a 
“canned” plan, and change a few words to sell soap just as effectively 
with it; but you cannot present Christ to another until you properly rep-
resent Him and His love. If you would be His witness, you must really 
KNOW Him to show Him.

1. MOTIVE 

The Lord Jesus viewed the winning of one soul as worth more than 
the whole world. He spent much of His time talking with one person 
at a time about his relationship to God. True soul winning is impossible 
without concerned, personal contact. Jesus put the life and the love 
of His Father on exhibition to the world. This is true witness. When the 
world is lost and running from God, He must go looking for men to 
convince them of His love and concern despite their sin. He wants to 
do this by living His life through and in men and women who will yield 
to His direction, and this more-than-human team seeks out lost sin-
ners to bring them the message of reconciliation and forgiveness.

To be Christ-like in attitude means to be real — absolutely real. God 
hates phonies. If you have any other reason for wanting to witness to 
others apart from a genuine concern and love for them and for God, 
forget about trying to “witness.” You will do more harm than good. 
LOVE is the only acceptable motive for the witness — a honest unself-
ish concern for the highest good of God and His wayward creation. It 
involves a level of concern that made even Christ cry. (Matthew 9:36)

Love is not primarily something you feel; it is something you DO, and is 
directly measured in unselfish sacrifice. Witnessing like Jesus means 
Christ-likeness in conduct. The world is full of selfish people, who ba-
sically think only of themselves, care only for themselves, and live only 
for themselves. God’s new people are to be totally different — they are 
to live like Jesus. It will do you no good to say to the sinner, “I’m full of 
sin and iniquity, look only to Jesus!” He has every right to say, “But I can’t 
see Jesus. I can only see you. And if He hasn’t helped you, what makes 
you think He can change me?”
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The Lord Jesus said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” He is no longer in the world but He is risen and left us as His 
witnesses. “As My Father has sent Me, so send I you.” (John 20:21) “You 
shall be My witnesses unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 ASV) 
To be effective witnesses for Jesus we must live above the world’s 
standards and values, so that unbelievers will take notice and ask us 
what the secret of our lives is. We must live our lives so that with Paul 
we can say, “Those things which you have both learned and received 
and seen in me, do, and the God of peace shall be with you.” (Phil. 4:9) 
Men must be able to be followers of the Lord and us at the same 
time. (I Thess. 1:6) Think of the victory over sin Paul experienced daily 
when he could say, “Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.” 
(I Cor. 4:16) This was no boast; it was simply the statement of a holy 
life founded upon the witness of the Holy Spirit as the source of his 
strength. “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” (I Corinthi-
ans 11:1)

God’s blueprint of Christian witness for youth is outlined in I Timothy 
4:12. There is no real reason why a young person cannot be as effec-
tive for God as an adult, provided there is a basic understanding of 
what is involved and a consistent life. We are to be examples by word 
(what we say — speech); conversation (what we do — actions); charity 
(why we do it — motives); spirit (where we do it — led and directed by); 
faith (when we do it — obedience to the word of God); purity (how we 
do it a clean channel through which Christ can operate). God is mobi-
lizing youth in this last generation for the mightiest awakening history 
has ever seen.

Witnessing like Jesus means consistency, the ability to be the same all 
the time. To be like Jesus, the indwelling Holy Spirit, in a humble walk 
of faith must keep changing us. We are to keep ourselves in the love 
of God and this is a daily matter.

Christianity is not a set of rules, but a fellowship with a living, loving 
Person. It is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27) In this 
life of grace and faith, we are to be marked by the sign that sin shall 
not have dominion over you. (Romans 6:14) Christianity is Christ; res-
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urrected, real, and bringing to the new living heart peace and power. 
(2 Corinthians 3:18) To keep being effective for God three things must 
occupy our attention.

(1) We must be CLEAN — Continually turning away from all obvious 
sinful and harmful indulgence; confessing and being forgiven and 
cleansed from every sin. Sin as a manner of life is always referred to 
in the past tense in the Christian. (I Corinthians 6:11; Titus 3:3) The true 
child of God must take up his cross daily and follow Jesus, (Luke 9:23), 
and be able to say with Paul, “I am dying daily.” (I Corinthians 15:31) 
There is no true salvation without repentance from all known sin at 
the point of conversion, but sin has a subtle way of working itself into 
our hearts again unless great care is taken. And Satan paints a pretty 
picture of the past. It is often so easy to go back, because we have 
Christ’s treasure in earthen vessels. Such a state of retreat brings de-
feat in which effective witness is impossible. God directs us to “cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1) We have His promise, “If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (I John 
2:1) and “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9) Without this 
daily cleansing, witness will be worthless. Is it not highly embarrassing, 
to say the least, to plead with a sinner to give up his sin, when we are 
holding on to some as well? Salvation is salvation from (not in) sin, and 
we had better show it in our lives.

(2) We must be UNCHOKED — We cannot afford to waste time. The 
sin of wasted time has trapped more Christian people than any other 
sin today. Satan knows that no sold-out young man or woman of God 
would ever deliberately do some gross sin. Knowing this, he works the 
quiet way. He persuades them to waste a little time on the pretense 
of relaxation or legitimate entertainment. You cannot tell a vision with 
too much television. The harmonies of heaven are too often drowned 
out by the hard rock of the casual radio. Many a soul has gone to Hell 
as a Christian read his comics. Many a young man or woman has gone 
down the moral drain with too much time on his or her hands! Every 
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Christian must dare to discard all questionable and unprofitable ac-
tivities for the warfare of soul winning! “No man that warreth entangles 
himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please Him who has cho-
sen him to be a soldier.” (2 Timothy 2:4) Many things do not seem sinful 
in themselves, but we may find ourselves so hung up in them that time 
is crowded out for Christ. This is what Jesus meant by the parable of 
the sower: “The cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things entering in , choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful.” (Mark 4:19)

The use we make of our lives in Christ is largely up to us. There are 
all kinds of vessels in a large house — gold, silver, wood, and clay. If 
we are willing to purge (thrust out, clean out) ourselves from what is 
unworthy or unclean, we shall be “vessels unto honor , set apart, meet 
(highly useful) for the Master’s use and prepared unto every good work.” 
(2 Timothy 2:21) We must cut off every excess weight, put priority on 
the things that count most and conserve the cream of our time and 
energy for that special task Jesus has set for us.

(3) We must be CHRIST-DEPENDENT. Jesus is our power, our strength, 
and our wisdom. Salvation is an impossible thing — but with God 
all things are possible! Jesus said, “Without Me , you can do nothing.” 
(John 15:5) Where can you get the wisdom necessary to lead souls 
out of darkness into light? In Him is hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. (Colossians 2:3) Hebrews 12:1-2 sums up the secret of 
spiritual victory:

“Let us lay aside every weight (be unchoked) and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us (be clean, especially from that particular form of sin you 
find the strongest temptation to) and let us run (steadfastly, determined-
ly, doggedly keep on running) the race lying before us, looking unto 
Jesus , the Author and Finisher of our faith!”

This is simple to say, very difficult to learn, but astonishing in power. 
Jesus Himself is the secret of power over sin. Jesus Himself. His love. 
His Presence. His power! You can’t fight sin in your own strength. The 
more you struggle with it, the greater its power grows over you. But 
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you may look to Jesus and experience instant deliverance! No defini-
tion of power over sin will work for you until you learn to extract power 
from your Savior. Looking unto Jesus!

God commands: “Don’t be a mass-product of this age; but let God re-
new your mind and transform (transfigure) your life.” Christ looked to His 
Father and He was transfigured so that His face “did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the light.” (Matthews 17:2) The same word 
is used in 2 Corinthians 3:18 where “We all, with unveiled face beholding 
for ourselves as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being (continually) 
transformed (or transfigured) into the same image, from glory to glory, 
even as from the Spirit of the Lord.” Christ, personally revealing Himself 
to our minds and spirits through the Holy Spirit, will keep us safe and 
change us continually closer to His own image.

We are the only Bibles this careless world will read. 
We are the sinners’ gospel; we are the scoffers’ creed. 
We are the lord’s last message, given in deed and word. 
What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred?

2. MISSION

“Every Christian a missionary; every non-Christian a mission field.”

People fall into three basic classes of Witness: two kinds of sinners, 
and other Christians. To know how to witness effectively, you should 
have a basic understanding of your mission-fields, their likes, feeling, 
excuses, and how to recognize them. The following will help:

(1) careless — key: concern (No apparent concern, conviction or care 
about Christ or the Gospel)

SIGNS:

Life is basically both selfish and dishonest. 
No obvious concern or thought of God. 
Little or no sense of the wickedness and danger of sin. 
Little or no awareness of God’s feelings about his life. 
Unaware of the terrible destiny he is forging for himself.
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FEELS:

Boredom, lack of purpose, vaguely dissatisfied with self, at times lost

NEEDS:

Happiness that lasts. 
Meaning and purpose in life. Security, accomplishment, and love.

BASIC PROBLEMS:

The careless man is so used to living in sin and moral darkness that he 
is actually unaware of the full weight of his guilt and responsibility. His 
sin usually stops him from honestly seeking God, and he has nothing 
in his daily life to bring Christ’s claims on him, or his own guilt to his 
attention, unless some great problem or tragedy crosses his path. 
Someone must go to bring him the light of God’s Word, remind him of 
his responsibility, and direct him to Jesus Christ. It will be almost use-
less to say “believe” to the unconvicted sinner. You might as well ask 
the devil to believe . He must first be awakened to his true state, see 
the hatefulness of his sin, and be challenged to forsake it. This is our 
greatest task. (Acts 26:18)

BASIC QUESTIONS:

What do you mean, “sinner” or “be saved,” and so on? “Why should I?”

(2) convicted — key: challenge (An awakened interest in God; convic-
tion, but no conversion)

SIGNS:

Still basically selfish, often religiously so. 
Life marked by motives of hope of reward or fear of punishment, not 
love. 
More concern for himself and his ultimate destiny. Some sense of the 
evil of sin and its consequences. (This is more or less intense accord-
ing to the moral light he has.) Awareness of God’s reality, and certainty 
of judgment to come. 
Selfishly attempts to “earn” favor with God — good deeds, etc.

FEELS:



24 WitnEssing liKE JEsus

Worry, fear, guilt according to understanding. Inner conflicts and ten-
sion.

NEEDS:

Forgiveness, peace, deliverance from sin and bondage. Assurance of 
salvation.

BASIC PROBLEM:

The convicted man either wants forgiveness without repentance or 
deliverance from sin without surrender to Christ’s absolute control. He 
wants life from God without first of all experiencing death to his own 
selfish way of life and plans. He wants Christianity without a cross or a 
cost. He wants to save his life without first of all losing it to God.

BASIC QUESTIONS:

“Who can help?” “Why do I have to give up everything?”

(3) christian — key: encourage (Genuine surrender of self to Christ; 
basic motive of love)

SIGNS:

Ultimate change in purpose from selfishness to love. 
Increasing concern for the happiness of God and others. 
True sense of the awfulness of sin and its bitter end. 
Real contact with God, and practical experience of His love. 
Constant desire for changes for the better in himself and others. 
Development of the gifts and graces of God in his life.

FEELS:

Joy (clean conscience), peace (heart right with God), concern for  
others.

NEEDS:

Instruction, fellowship with other Christians, opportunities for witness.

BASIC PROBLEMS:

To learn the most effective way to share his faith with others in the 
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shortest possible time. To discover God’s will in his daily walk before 
Him. To find God’s ways of dealing with the daily situations, problems 
and temptations of life. To do his best to help destroy the work of the 
Enemy.

He needs encouragement and trials to make him both firm in his com-
mitment and resistant to the pressure of evil.

BASIC QUESTIONS:

“How can I do this?” “Where should I be?” “When should I do it?”

Every person you meet will be in one of these three basic categories. 
You must adapt your instruction to them, with the appropriate chal-
lenge that will fit their need.

To recognize which of these classes a person belongs to, and to know 
how to share with them, will be the great study of your life in soul 
winning.

Use in conjunction with “These Are The Facts.”

3. MESSAGE
EssEntial Facts For tHE carElEss

God loves him, and he is made in God’s image. He is made like this, 
to be able to choose intelligently, and live unselfishly. All happiness 
depends on each moral being doing this, instead of living selfishly.

There are only two basic means of control: by force or by free choice 
in response to motives, reason and direction presented to the mind 
and will of a moral creature. God created man to be ruled by the latter. 
Because of this, he needs government to guide and direct him into 
making the choices that will be the most wise and bring the highest 
happiness to the universe of which he is a part. When he must make 
a decision involving his own life and others, he must have an authority 
he can refer to for the wisest decision possible.

GOD has a right to be the ultimate authority, and therefore the ulti-
mate Ruler of all men. His right does not come from the fact that He 



26 WitnEssing liKE JEsus

made us, or even that He loves us best. His right rests in the fact that 
we need guidance, direction, and ultimate authority. And God is the 
only One who is best qualified for the task. His qualifications rest on 
the fact that:

a) He is everywhere present to observe all actions of the  
universe. 

b) He knows every fact in existence fully and perfectly, having 
perfect wisdom. 

c) He has at His disposal endless power and energies to help and 
direct men or enforce right. 

d) He is the only example of perfect justice and completely  
unselfish conduct in the Universe.

These qualifications both oblige Him to rule us and oblige us to obey 
Him. To refuse to do so is unintelligent, dangerous to the Universe, 
destructive of the happiness of others, and deserving of punishment. 
Selfishness is thus the essence of sin. All men know it is wrong in 
itself. Selfishness denies God’s right to be God, ignores the happiness 
of others except as it contributes to the sinner’s own happiness, and 
if left unchecked would ultimately destroy the Universe. Because 
selfishness is an infinite evil, God had to assign an infinitely great 
penalty for committing it. This penalty is endless death, much like the 
death sentence in human government, but on an eternal scale. If a 
man insists on  breaking God’s guidelines for happiness, God must 
curb his rebellion by sentencing the sinner for the highest good of the 
Universe. It cuts off the sinner forever from the Universe in which he 
has refused to live intelligently, and it brings him an endless agony 
equal in measure to the guilt he has incurred. This terrible sentence 
of judgment and death grieves God, but He may not wisely suspend 
it without harming the Universe, unless a substitute is found for the 
penalty that will still satisfy justice and the rebellious sinner will meet 
certain conditions of pardon.

— for the CONVICTED — 
God, in loving wisdom and infinite kindness, found a way to restore a 
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man caught in the web of selfishness! He has contacted man in two 
amazing ways:

(1) By indirectly passing on His offer of pardon and the conditions 
of it through men He found who were willing to seek Him, find Him, 
and love Him. The basics of this message are in a unique collection 
of books called the Bible. It describes why God made man, what 
He intended for him, and what has happened through sin. The most 
astonishing part of its message is that despite man’s rebellion, refusal 
to seek his Maker, persistence in selfishness, and deliberate rejection 
of God’s appeals to live rightly, God still loves man and is not bitter 
towards His wayward creation. God is terribly grieved and longs to 
restore him.

(2) By directly meeting men in person. The most amazing of all these 
contacts occurred about 2000 years ago, splitting history in half. God 
Himself became like His creature man and lived among us for 33 
years to show His care and concern for our race. God came in human 
flesh as Jesus Christ. He was born uniquely, lived incomparably, died 
prophetically, and rose again from the dead triumphantly.

His earthly mission was threefold:

(1) To show us what our Maker was really like; 
(2) To show us how we were supposed to live; 
(3) To die an agonizing death out of love for us, as a substitute for the 
penalty of our sin.

Now God can offer forgiveness, full pardon, and restoration to His 
family on two conditions:

(1) Repentance — That the sinner is willing to forsake his previous 
selfish way of life, whatever the cost to his plans, his pride, or his public 
image before men.

(2) Faith — That he is willing to (from that point on) trust Jesus Christ 
as his Substitute for the penalty of sin, and love and obey Him as Lord 
and Master forever.
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This surrender is one of the heart (the ultimate choice) and centers 
around one particular point of obedience. This is usually the one thing 
the sinner is most unwilling to do. When this is yielded, a transforming 
climax from selfishness to love occurs, which the Bible calls being 
born again, (John 3:3) or salvation.

4. METHOD

In most witnessing, daily contacts with others will create the chance 
for a personal word. As you show the fruit of the Spirit and live the life 
of Jesus Christ in you, His Spirit will draw those who need help across 
your path. Ask God for this. Your task is to be alert to see them and be 
ready to help them.

Don’t try to scheme how you will lead talk around to spiritual things. 
Honestly, sincerely be concerned about them. Listen! Find out their 
real problems and needs. If you try to keep in mind some canned plan 
or presentation, they will sense that you have something on your mind 
that isn’t related to what they are saying — in other words, they may 
think you don’t really care about them at all. If you listen carefully, God 
will show you their point of need, and also what needs to be surren-
dered for salvation.

The best way of bringing their attention to Jesus when the opportunity 
occurs is to raise a question at a point of interest. This was Christ’s way 
of witnessing. He either created a situation that made the other person 
ask a question, or directly asked one Himself. They were always loving, 
geared to the sinner’s basic need, and never offensive. It was a ques-
tion that could not be answered with a yes or a no and created inter-
est for further ones. He answered these in the same way, encouraging 
the sinner to open up his problem, face his sin, and give Him their 
trust. Here are some that have been used with effect by others:

“Have you ever seriously considered Christ’s claims on your life?”

“Are you interested in spiritual things?”

“Have you ever thought about becoming a real Christian?”
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“If someone were to ask you, ‘What is a true Christian’, what would you 
answer?”

“Have you ever personally discovered Jesus Christ, or are you still in the 
process?”

“Do you think it is possible to know for sure before you die that you are 
going to Heaven?

“How did you personally give your life to Christ? (For a sinner posing as a 
Christian)”

“Some day when you stand before God, what reason are you going to 
give Him as to why He should let you into His Kingdom?”

Fear in witnessing is created by 3 basic factors:

1. Inadequate training or preparation; 

2. Self-consciousness from insufficient prayer or concern for the 
other person; 

3. Not knowing what might happen when the truth is presented. 
A vast load lifts off the mind when you realize there are only 5 
basic attitudes a sinner can adopt when witnessing occurs:

(1) Indifference — The worst attitude! Prayer, care and a loving but 
firm warning from the Word of God coupled with an invitation to fur-
ther consideration are your only tools here.

(2) Curiosity — A sign of an awakened hunger for reality or further 
consideration. Present as simply as possible God’s claims on his life. 
Use love, smile at yourself now and then, but be firm, concerned and 
earnest. Ask questions to make sure they understand what you say.

(3) Hesitancy — Often a sign of sin being exposed. If questions come 
here, use them to center back on his personal responsibility to God, 
answering them as briefly as possible. If you feel they are only some 
kind of excuse, show them you understand it is just an excuse and that 
in giving it they are not sincere. For example: “How do you know God 
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isn’t just imagination?”

“You are giving the same kind of excuse I did when I lived for myself... 
I knew God was real all the time, but I didn’t want to live for Him and I 
found it more convenient to deny His reality than to answer His claims on 
my life.”

“Yes, but He might only be real to you; He’s not real to me!”

“Of course He is not real to you; He never will be as long as you keep on 
serving and living for yourself. You only find He is real when you quit living 
in sin and honestly face His call.”

(4) Acceptance — Usually a sign that the person has already been 
dealt with by the Lord for some time beforehand. Check very carefully 
to make sure that they fully understand what they are doing. (Do not 
witness to those on drug or alcohol highs, unless specifically direct-
ed!) Make sure they have counted the cost of total surrender to Jesus. 
Be suspicious of quick decisions made without question and without 
signs of struggle, surrender, or resultant change after prayer.

(5) Rejection — When the truth is fairly and fully faced and the cost is 
counted, but finally rejected. They should first fully understand what 
they are doing to God’s offer of mercy and love and what they are 
choosing forever as their final destiny. Show your grief and concern 
that they have thus chosen. Sometimes a final clarification has brought 
home the terrible finality of rejecting Christ and His Gospel, and the 
soul has at last surrendered.

5. MAN — BLOWING UP BARRIERS

When the truth comes home in power to the heart of the sinner, pre-
pare for barriers of defense. They usually take one or a combination of 
these four basic forms:

(1) Mental — Argument — Don’t argue back! Answer by raising a fur-
ther question like:

“What evidence do you have for that?” or by further defining what you 
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have just said. Answer with facts, don’t raise your voice, get angry, get 
sarcastic, or ridicule him. If you know he is making an excuse, smile 
and point that out. Stick to the basic points, keep pressing them home, 
and don’t get side tracked by his smoke-screens.

(2) Physical — Attack — You may be physically assaulted in your wit-
ness for Christ. This is rare in countries with Christian backgrounds if 
your witness is not offensive or belligerent, but it may happen. In this 
case, you are under direct command to “resist NOT” evil. (Matthew 5:38-
48; 10:34-39; Romans 12:21; Titus 3:2; Colossians 3:13; Ephesians. 4:2) You 
may not be able to control your feelings of hurt or anger if this hap-
pens, but you can cry out inside to Christ to help you make the right 
choice and not hit back, This is showing true love.

(3) Social — Avoidance — This is one of the most common barriers. 
Let your witness strike home, and the sinner will try to steer clear of 
you. Don’t trail them around if this is happening. Just happen to be 
there at key times. It is not really you they are trying to hide from, it is 
God . They may avoid your words and eyes, but you might be able to 
get across to them that they cannot avoid your love and prayers. (John 
3:16-21; 12:44-48)

(4) Spiritual — Assurance — They may assure you that they are 
already saved; they belong to a good church; they have their own 
religion, thank you very much! You can clarify the religious sinner’s 
stand before Christ by asking them about the events leading up to the 
time of their conversion and what took place. Point out the essential 
difference between a true Christian and a religiously selfish person. 
Missing in the latter, of course, is a true devotion to Jesus Christ and 
the Christian love that marks the unselfish life. This is the hardest kind 
of barrier to crack because often the front is strikingly similar to true 
faith. Use the appropriate “Counterfeit Conversion” tract.

EXCUSES OF PRIDE

Sinners invariably make excuses to cover their rebellious hearts. You 
must tear away these excuses or they will hide from reality behind 
their refuge of lies. Try the following:
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For “FEEL” excuses:  
(1) “I don’t feel like accepting Christ right now.”

(a) “Feelings follow right choice. God wants you to choose, not try to feel.” 
(2) “I don’t feel ready to do it just yet.”

(a) “You don’t have to feel ready to come to God. You can’t feel any better 
or more ready until you do what God asks of you — give Him your heart. 
Every breath you draw, every heart-beat without doing the thing God re-
quires you to do, only makes you a greater rebel in the sight of God and 
further diminishes your chances for mercy.”

For “WILL” excuses:  
(1) “I’m willing to give my life to Christ, but I can’t!”

(a) “What do you mean you ‘can’t’? If you will truly choose, God will do 
the rest for you. He can solve every problem, forgive any sin, and help 
you face any situation. There is nothing stopping you from giving your life 
to God, but your own will.” (2 Corinthians 8:12)

(b) Find out if they think they are unpardonable. If they feel the weight 
of sin, they might think they have been too bad to forgive. When the 
“unpardonable sin” (final rejection of the Holy Spirit’s work) has been 
committed, all desire to choose for Christ vanishes. The very fact they 
are under conviction proves this has not happened. (Isiah 55:6-9)

(c) Make sure they are not bound by satanic powers. Ask them if they 
have ever played with ouija boards, spiritism, or satanic powers. You 
might have to make specific prayer to release their minds from the 
bondage of the devil. (2 Corinthians 4:2-4; James 4:7; 1 Jn. 4:4)

For “THINK” excuses:  
(1) “I don’t think I can...(repent, believe, forgive, confess, etc.)”

(a) “Do you want to?” If they will choose to, without much feeling or 
clear understanding as to the “How” of God’s control, get them to pray 
right then and there. Ask them to pray, “Lord, I would surrender, but I 
don’t think I can...” If they will only ask honestly, God will meet them in 
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powerful conviction and provide all the necessary power for deliver-
ance.

Not all men can be given the same directions. A general pill cannot 
cure all ills. It is the Holy Spirit’s task to customize the witness to the 
situation at hand. This means that for every person there will be a dif-
ferent message, although each will follow a general pattern of instruc-
tion, with God the Holy Spirit outlining and underscoring certain points 
that will most cut home into the sinner’s heart. What you say to sinners 
may vary, but whatever is said, you should not give him any directions 
that:

(a) Are incomplete and leave him without a clear picture of what God 
requires him to do. He should be fully ready to die and meet God the 
moment after he follows your instructions.

(b) Nor any instructions that do not include a complete and total 
change of heart, in turning from sin to Christ out of love. In general 
you may give the sinner any direction, and tell him anything that will 
include a change from supreme selfishness to surrender to Christ as 
Lord and King as well as Savior from sin. The Holy Spirit will help you 
search out the excuses and hiding-places of the sinner’s deceitful 
heart, to pull him out of his darkness and draw him to submit his heart 
to God. Find his main “God”. If it is not Jesus Christ, challenge him to 
forsake it and give his heart to the One who made him, loves him, and 
cares for him.

CONVICTED — BUT NOT CONVERTED

There is always some reason for a convicted sinner not yielding to 
God. You must find it, bring it out, and deal with it. Many times they 
know what it is, but try to hide it from you. Other times they are 
self-deceived and will not see the reason. Ask these questions:

“Have you done something wrong you are not willing to make right?” 
“Is there something you are not willing to give to God? 
”Is there an idol in your life you are not willing to forsake for Christ?” 
“Has someone hurt you that you are not willing to forgive?” 
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“Did you do something in the past you don’t want to confess?” 
“Are you prejudiced against some person?” (Christian with a poor wit-
ness?) 
“Are you waiting for God to do something before you will?” 
“Do you think you have committed the unpardonable sin?” 
“Have you been playing with spiritual powers outside of Jesus Christ?”

If you meet hesitation, confusion, or silence on any of these, and you 
can probe deeper. Usually it is on just one thing God strives with the 
sinner to yield. The moment he gives in, just because God asks him 
to, true conversion begins. Sinners often ask, “Will I have to give up...?” 
(Some pet sin or idol). Tell him plainly, “Yes.” It is probably the only 
thing they have to give up, because it is their god. Don’t yield an inch 
to make it easier. Give him all the promises of Christ for provision and 
power, but if God is dealing with him on one point, don’t compromise 
or pass it by, or he will get a false hope and a sham experience. Jesus 
didn’t give in with the rich young ruler although He loved him. If the 
young man had been allowed to keep the god of his possessions, 
he would have felt relieved, called himself a true disciple, joined the 
church and still gone to Hell. Don’t try to make it easier than God has.

Help him through to Christ by suggesting what he should honestly 
tell the Lord: “Lord Jesus, please forgive my sin. I admit to you honestly 
today that all my life I’ve lived for myself. I want to give up all rights to 
my life right now. I am ready to follow you whatever the cost, no matter 
how much it may take to get right with others I have wronged and hurt. 
Forgive me — make me your child. Be my ‘Boss’ from this moment on, in 
everything I say or do. Amen.”

6. MAINTENANCE 

Don’t tEll Him:

(1) “Now you are saved!” Why not?

(a) Because you don’t keep the Book of life — God does. He knows if 
a prayer was from the heart or not. You have no right to tell him what 
God alone can assure him of. 
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(b) If he discovers a change of life for himself, it will strengthen his 
faith. If it is real, it will stand. 
(c) If you tell him, it is your word he relies on. You may just find that he 
is your convert, not God’s! Life will prove whether it was experiment or 
an experience. Let God grant him the assurance. If he doesn’t have it, 
he is not properly saved.

(2) “How do you feel?” The Christian life is entered by a choice, not 
feeling. Teach him his duty, feelings or not. If what he has is real, feel-
ings will follow in short order.

(3) Too much! Keep some instruction for another time. A few things at 
a time.

DO ASK HIM:

If he will pray and thank God for his salvation. If it is real, you can dis-
cover it here for this may expose doubt. If he still doubts, there is still 
duty to be done. It almost always shows an incomplete consecration. 
Don’t be afraid to dig deep. Tell him it must be sin to have reason to 
doubt, and also sin to doubt without reason. (Romans 14:23) Leave him 
uncertain, and he will be at best a sickly, shaky convert. (1 John 5:11-13)

TEACH HIM TO:

(1) Enjoy God’s love and favor. This will not mean that he will always be 
excited, nor always directly thinking of God. But his heart should be 
at peace and enjoying the blessing of Christ. Give him the idea it that 
won’t matter if he loses the sense of God’s smile, and when, through 
your fault, he backslides don’t be surprised. Sin should cause doubt 
and worry in the Christian, so that he will tearfully go back to God to 
confess his wrong. The only real evidence of salvation is to obey God 
from the heart . (Luke 6:43-49)

(2) Get in with other Christians who love Christ whole-heartedly. Don’t 
put him in with a lot of backslidden hypocrites or he may get his stan-
dards from them. He should want to be with God’s people or there is 
something wrong with his salvation. (1 John 1:7)
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LOVE NEVER FAILS
BY rYoTa YoGo

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love” 1 Corinthians 13:13

Looking back on my days as a student in Chi Alpha, my salvation story 
testifies that people may not remember what you say, but they will 
always remember how you treat them. As an international student who 
did not know Jesus and was not fluent in English, I do not remember 
most of the lessons that my small group leader taught. However, I will 
always remember how he treated me with the love of Christ. 

When Africa’s greatest missionary, David Livingstone, died the Brit-
ish government requested that Livingstone’s body be sent back to 
his homeland. The African tribesmen there refused to send it and 
removed Livingstone’s heart from his body saying, “His heart always 
belongs to Africa”. Livingstone did not know the language of each tribe 
in Africa, but he did know the one universal language; the love of God.

From the day that he landed, it was this love that he spoke; it was this 
love that was accepted by all; it was this love that opened the hearts 
of many Africans to receive the gospel of Jesus Christ. The world is not 
looking for a better sermon on love; it is looking for a better  
demonstration of it.

I experienced God’s love through my small group leader before I had 
ever heard about it.

This experience not only convinced me to give my life to Jesus, but 
it has also constantly reminded me of how important it is to do the 
same for those around me. Unlike the various ideas about love that 
the world presents us with, the Bible tells us that “Love never fails” (1 
Corinthians 13:8). We MUST NOT give up!

CONVICTION:

People always remember how you treat them.
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PRACTICAL CHALLENGE:

Are you demonstrating the love of Christ to those around you? To 
whom are you showing God’s love in you today? Think of one thing 
that you can do today to help one person to experience the love of 
Christ.
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